
The Super Q cab that is fitted to all five of their
classics is certainly a very stylish unit. It originally
made its debut on the Ford Force II range launched
at the Royal Smithfield Show in December 1985. The
new Force II tractors were given their first public
run-out at the Doe Show in Essex in February 1986,
where response to the new Super Q cab was
extremely favourable.

An evolution of the previous ‘Q’ cab used
initially on the 600/700 Series of 1976-1981 and
then Series 10 tractors of 1981-1985, the Super Q
cab was part of the £11mn Force II development
programme that began at the beginning of 1983. 

While the bonnet styling of the Force II tractors
remained virtually identical to the previous Series 10
models, save for a refreshed decal, the introduction
of the improved Super Q cab made a world of
difference to the appearance of the tractors,
freshening them up and giving them a more modern
appearance.

This was largely due to the inclusion of a new
overhanging moulded roof panel, which not only
changed the appearance of the tractors quite
significantly, but also housed the air filters more

conveniently, along with four forward-facing
halogen work lights, plus a further two lights at the
rear.

The Super Q cab looked good and also provided
a comfortable and quiet place to work. Reducing the
noise levels within the cab to below 80dBA was one
of the main objectives behind the development of
the Super Q cab. Subsequent OECD tests revealed
that noise levels had been reduced by some 50% to
78dBA – a very respectable figure in the mid-to-late
1980s.

Ford engineers achieved the lower noise level by
doubling the thickness of the lower glass panels at
the front of the cab and also thickening the cab

lining, the colour of which was also changed from
blue to black with the launch of the Super Q cab. At
the same time, the use of thinner rubber sealing
strips for the glass also helped to increase the glass
area.

One of the most noticeable changes inside the
cab of the four-cylinder models was the move to a
flat floor design, which banished the prominent
transmission tunnel found on the earlier 600 Series
and Series 10 tractors. Also confined to the history
bin were the unpopular column gearshift levers that
were replaced by longer, floor-mounted gear levers
on the right-hand side of the seat.

The Fitzpatrick fleet
Year Tractor Engine Power Hours Owner
1960s Fordson Super Major 4-cyl 52hp n/a Eugene

1960s Fordson Dexta 3-cyl 32hp n/a Eugene

1986 Ford 7710 Force II 4WD 4-cyl turbo 103hp 5500 Gareth

1987 Ford 7610 Force II 4WD 4-cyl turbo 103hp 5000 Edward

1989 Ford 7610 Force II 2WD 4-cyl turbo 103hp 8500 Eugene

1989 Ford 7710 Force II 4WD 4-cyl turbo 103hp 7000 Shane

1988 Ford 7810 Force II 4WD 6-cyl 103hp 7500 John

Right: The Fitzpatrick family, left to right,
Shane with daughter Molly, Edward,
Gareth and Eugene with son Danny. The
family are great Fordson and Ford
enthusiasts.

Main Picture: Edward Fitzpatrick’s neat and
tidy 1987 Ford 7610, left, lines up with the
beautifully refurbished 1989 Ford 7710
owned by his son Shane.

Bottom Right: This six-cyl Ford 7810 Force II
belongs to Edward’s brother John, who
uses it for occasional work. It dates from
1988 and is showing 7500 hours on the
clock.
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